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HIV/AIDS Bureau (HAB) Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP)  

Policy Clarification Notice 16-02: Eligible Individuals and Allowable Uses of Funds  

Standalone Dental Insurance Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Can recipients offer both standalone dental insurance premiums and/or cost sharing assistance 
under the service category Health Insurance Premiums and Cost Sharing Assistance and RWHAP 
Oral Health Care services in their program?  

Recipients and subrecipients are able to provide both service categories within their programs 
as long as the standalone dental insurance premium and/or cost sharing assistance and Oral 
Health Care services are provided in compliance with the requirements for each described in 
PCN #16-02 Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Services: Eligible Individuals & Allowable Uses of 
Funds.    

2. Can recipients/subrecipients use RWHAP funds to pay for oral health care services that exceed 
annual expenditure caps established by standalone dental insurance plans? 

RWHAP recipients and subrecipients are in the best position to understand the unique needs of 
their client populations, determine which costs are cost-effective to pay, and ensure availability 
of the resources equitably for eligible clients. It is up to the recipient and subrecipient to identify 
which costs they will cover related to standalone dental insurance, which can include: 
premiums, deductibles, co-payments, and/or costs above the cap.  The recipient or subrecipient 
must have policies and procedures in place to ensure these services are available to all eligible 
RWHAP clients. 

3. Can ADAP funds or pharmaceutical rebates be used to purchase standalone dental insurance 
premiums and/or cost sharing assistance? 

ADAP funds cannot be used to purchase standalone dental insurance premiums and cost sharing 
assistance because standalone dental insurance does not cover the cost of medications 
necessary in treatment for people living with HIV.  See PCN #13-05 Clarifications Regarding Use 
of Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Funds for Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance for Private 
Health Insurance for requirements for ADAPs to pay for Health Insurance Premiums and Cost 
Sharing Assistance for Individuals. 

However, as PCN #15-04 Utilization and Reporting of Pharmaceutical Rebates explains, “the 
RWHAP legislation requires that rebates collected on ADAP medication purchases be applied to 
the RWHAP Part B Program with a priority, but not a requirement, that the rebates be placed 
back into ADAP. These rebates must be used for the statutorily permitted purposes under the 
RWHAP Part B Program which are limited to core medical services including ADAP, support 
services, clinical quality management, and administrative expenses (including planning and 
evaluation) as part of a comprehensive system of care for low-income individuals living with 
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HIV.” Pharmaceutical rebates earned by the RWHAP Part B Program may be used to pay for 
standalone dental insurance premiums and/or cost sharing assistance. 

4. When does the addition of standalone dental insurance to the Health Insurance Premiums and 
Cost Sharing Assistance for Low-Income Individuals service category take effect? 

PCN #16-02 is in effect for all awards made on or after October 1, 2016, including competing 
continuations, noncompeting continuations, supplements, and new awards.   

 


