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AUG 18 2016 

Dear Ryan White HIV/AIDS ProgramColleagues: 

This letter addresses the use of Ryan White HIV /AIDS Program (RWHAP) funds to supp01t 
housing serv ices under RWHAP Patts A, B, C, and D ofTitle XXVI of the Public Health Service 
Act, as amended by the Ryan White HIV/ATDS Treatment Extension Act of2009. 

The HIV/AIDS Bureau (HAB) recognizes the critical importance of housing services to support 
improved HIV health outcomes; therefore, HAB is revising this service category to extend to 
RWHAP Patt C recipients. This policy revision is reflected in Policy Clarification Notice (PCN) 
#16-02 Ryan White fllVIAIDS Program Services: Eligible IndMduals andAllowable Uses of 
Funds. HAB futther revised the housing service category in PCN # 16-02 to incorporate cettain 
guidance in PCN #1 1-01, The Use ofRyan White HIVIAIDS Program Funds for Housing Referral 
Services andShort-Term or Emergency Housing Needs. The housing service category in PCN # 16-
02 rep laces PCN # 11-01 for awards issued on or after October I, 2016. 

Research and practice have demonstrated that safe, stable housing provides the essentia l foundation 
for successful management of HIV and other chronic diseases.' In the R WHAP, clients who were 
unstably housed had lower percentages ofviral suppression than clients with stable or temporary 
housing? Effective systems to treat HIV must take into account the social determinants of health 
-conditions of peoples' lives that directly or indirectly affect their vulnerability to accessing care 
and their ability to benefit from HIV treatment.3 HAB understands that housing is a vital 
component in overcoming social determinants of health and is a proven, cost-effective way to 
improve HIV health outcomes. 

The primary change to the updated PCN # 16-02 is that RWHAP Patt C recipients may now use 
RWHAP funds (and program income generated by or earned as a result ofRWHAP funding) for 
housing services. The PCN also clarifies that when fundi ng housing services for a client, 
recipients must, at least annually, update the c lient's individualized hous ing plan. PCN #16-02 will 
go into effect on October 1, 2016. 

Please contact your HAB Project Officer for questions about using RWHAP funds for hous ing 
services. 

Sincerely, 

/Laura W. C heever/ 
Laura W. Cheever, M.D., ScM 
Associate Administrator 
HIVIAIDS Bureau 
Health Resources Services Administration 
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